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Professor: Dr. Bobby Martinez 
ENG 3001, section 600: 
Advanced Co.mpo.sitio.n 
hlllQM lowt• 
Office: Coleman 3371 (online for Fall 2020) 
E-mail: rlmartinez@eiu.edu 
Office Hours: Email me via panthermail or set up an appointment for video conference 
Class Website: D2L course page 
Meet the Professor 
Hello! 1 am Dr. Bobby Martinez of Eastern Illinois University (EIU). My area of specialization is 
twentieth-century and contemporary British and American literature, literary history of American 
and British literatures, film studies, and world literatures (Latin America, Europe). I always look 
forward to teaching this literary history course and I am eager to explore our course material 
together and to make the best of our current Covid/ online life. 
I am still fairly new to Illinois. I am not a native Midwesterner and have only lived in Illinois for 11 
years now. I come from the Washington, D.C., "metro area" (i.e., D.C., Northern Virginia, Southern 
Maryland) and did all of my schooling in Virginia (BA) and North Carolina (MA, PhD). Before 
attending graduate school, I worked in "the real world" as a program analyst and writer/ editor 
professional in the federal government/private business world for five years. I have been teaching 
courses in writing, early /medieval literature, modern and contemporary British literature and 
culture, contemporary Latin American literature, women's studies, and film studies for over 19 
years. Aside from teaching and literature, I enjoy studying a lot of genres of music and playing 
music (drums, guitars), and I have a special love for dogs (dachshunds are awesome, and I have a 
newfound love for pit bulls or "pitties"). And courtesy of my daughter, I now have a kitty cat, too. 
How to Reach Me: 
For official office hours, you can most easily contact me via Panthermail; my address is 
rlmartinez@eiu.edu (please note that I prefer using Panthermail over D2L's internal e-mail). I aim 
to respond to e-mails as they are received, but I will typically respond to e-mails within 24 hours. If 
you wish to schedule an appointment to discuss an assignment or question about the course, I can 
arrange for us to use video conferencing instead of e-mail. I will also have a forum in D2L called 
"Need Help?" where any student can post questions aboutthe class and my response will be 
available to all class members. 
Course Description and Goals: English 3001 (3-0-3, 3 credits), Advanced Composition, is an 
advanced study and practice of writing in public, professional, and discipline-specific genres. This 
course is designed to improve your writing skills as you gather your forces toward a job in the sort 
of environment in which most of you will work after graduation, that is, a professional, "white-
collar" environment (even if your collar won't actually be white). You will do more writing in your 
future career than you probably realize, and the quality of your writing will definitely affect how 
supervisors and coworkers perceive you. In addition to getting your writing skills up to speed for a 
professional audience, this course will help you anticipate and deal with some of the key features of 
your future workplace, including those related to race, class, gender and sexuality. Because we are a 
smaller group than those in most EIU courses, your individual writing problems will receive close 
attention, both from me and from your peers. 
More specifically, our goals include the refinement of skills in the following areas: 
• Clean, smart prose: improve your ability to write clear, concise, and meaningful sentences, 
to compose organized, well-developed paragraphs, and to identify and address recurring 
grammatical or mechanical problems specific to your own writing (these vary from writer 
to writer). We will spend time talking about why a clear, efficient, grammatically correct, 
style is key to your success in college and in professional life. 
• Professional life: learn about some of the more subtle ways that people interact and 
collaborate in the professional workplace. We will study significant factors that influence 
success in professional life, including such matters as race, class, and gender. You will also 
practice a common expectation in professional life by doing a presentation that includes a 
carefully prepared visual component. 
• Critical reading: improve your ability to read critically by questioning and evaluating what 
you read. Understanding the distinction between "opinion" and "reasoned argument" 
depends on your mastery of critical reading skills, which will enable you to discern and 
emulate the successful argumentative strategies of other writers. The better reader you are, 
the better writer you can be. In order to be a better reader, you have to participate in what 
you are reading, actively deciphering the argument in all its parts, rather than passively 
receiving strings of words. 
• Minding your p's and q's: misused words, missing commas, lack of subject/verb 
agreement, missing quotation marks, poorly incorporated quotations and inaccurate 
citations, misused semicolons ... remember those bugaboos? Students sometimes complain 
that such "minor" mistakes in their papers are graded too heavily. However, they are 
important, so they will also be graded heavily in this course. Again, this course is meant to 
get your writing skills up to speed for professional life. All of you are sure to write regularly 
during your careers, and errors that students often consider "minor" actually stand out in 
professional life-they look sloppy and careless, and even worse, they can make the writer 
look sloppy and careless. Thus, I will work with you to find and eliminate your own habitual 
errors, and we will conduct in-class workshops and one-minute grammar lessons on the 
most common errors in advanced student writing. 
• Collaborative learning: improve your ability to learn from others and to teach them about 
your own thinking, as well as what you know about writing. As in most professional 
settings, much of your success in this course will depend on the combined processes of 
producing several drafts of your writing and working with others, via peer critiques. You 
will also practice forming honest, thorough, and constructive commentary on your peers' 
writing, a process that will in turn improve your own writing skills. 
Required Books or Screenings (all texts available at Textbook Rental Service): 
• Josh Bernof( Writing Without Bullshit: BoostYour Career by Saying What You Mean 
• Roxane Gay, Bad Feminist 
• Sherry Turkle, Evocative Objects 
• Other readings will be posted to D21 
Course Access 
To access our course on D2L, you must log in to the course via D2L from the EIU Homepage. You 
will access the course in D2L using your EIU Net ID and password. English 2950 will be completed 
over the course of the fall semester, 2020. Due dates for assignments are noted in specific modules. 
The course includes reading assignments, writing assignments, and forum discussion requirements. 
Technical requirements: 
Students must have regular access to the Internet while using a laptop or desktop computer. 
Students must know how to download and upload e-mail attachments, install software, and (if 
requesting an individual conference) use a webcam and microphone. Papers must be submitted in 
Microsoft Word; D2L cannot open papers submitted, for example, with Apple's word processing 
program, Pages. You also must have access to Adobe Reader (free download) or Preview (for Macs). 
Attendance and Class Participation: 
Since we will be online, attendance and participation will count as your involvement in assigned 
D2L Forum discussions. Each forum will have required time frames during which you must 
complete written posts and participate in discussion with your peers, but each time frame will give 
you enough flexibility as to when you can complete your participation. Any synchronous video 
discussions we may have (i.e., meeting together at the same time via D2L Collaborate) will not be 
mandated or graded, but I will encourage you to participate in those to assist in your learning and 
to help break up the monotony of Covid-19 living. You will only incur grade penalties for lack of 
participation if you begin to ignore participation in assigned forums. 
Reading and Listening Study for Class: 
This course is reading intensive, so you are required to do all assigned reading for this course. 
More importantly, you are expected to read all assignments carefully and conscientiously, 
meaning you are to make note of your reactions to the readings and be prepared to share your 
critical thoughts of the readings in forum discussions and any possible synchronous video 
discussions. If you do not understand something in the reading, you should read it again and work 
at its meaning. This process is what is known as "critical reading": you must study a writer's 
language and think critically about its meanings and ramifications. This critical, thoughtful 
attention to detail applies equally to any audio /visual texts ( music, film) we study: pay careful 
attention to sounds, melody, lyrics, camera movement, editing, use of color, etc., and think carefully 
about their meaning. 
If you know you are going to be pressed for time during any point in the semester, make sure you 
plan ahead to ensure that you have plenty of time to complete your reading assignments 
thoughtfully. 
Smartphone/Social Media Policy: 
To protect the safety of the classroom and the privacy of the students' thoughts and ideas, usage of 
cell phones or smartphones to screen capture and post any material to social media sites or apps 
( e.g., Twitter, Facebook, Tumblr, SnapChat, Instagram, YouTube, etc.) is strictly forbidden. 
Smartphone or cell phone use for social media regarding cfass·wm only be permitted with the prior 
approval of the instructor. 
Turning in Assignments & Feedback: 
Assignments turned in via D2L Drop box must be in Microsoft Word format. Instructor feedback 
will be embedded in graded writing. Be sure to review and save your graded essays. One of your 
most important tools for improvement will be the comments and corrections I make in or suggest 
to your writing. If you wish to see your writing improve and your grade rise as the semester 
progresses, you must carefully refer back to these written comments as you write subsequent essays. 
When turning in any revised work, you must make sure that the instructor's feedback does not 
remain in your revised document 
Regarding Assignment Due Dates: 
With the exception of deadlines missed due to documented emergencies, no late assignments will 
be accepted. Assignments may only be turned in late if the student provides documentation of an 
emergency. Proper documentation must be an official, original scanned document containing the 
student's name; it must also cover the date(s) in question and be signed by a professional (e.g., a 
doctor). An e-mail that merely describes why you want to turn in your assignment late is not proper 
documentation. 
Guidelines for Specific Assignments: 
All written work should be formatted thus: 
• Use Microsoft Word 
• Use Double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman or Cambria font 
• Use 1" (top/bottom) and 1.25" (left/right) margins 
• Include your name, course name, professor's name, and date on the front page 
• Include a title for your essays 
• Place your name and page numbers in the headers of your essays 
• Turn in all written work electronically via D2L Drop box 
Grading of Assignments: 
• Unit #1: Personal Statement Essay: This I Believe: 10% 
• Unit #2: Personal Informative Essay: Writing about Objects: 15% 
• Unit #3: Popular Culture Essay: Professional Film or Videogame Review: 15% 
• Unit #4: Social Justice Essay: Writing about Problematic Humor: 15% 
• Unit #5: Public Advice Research Essay: Writing about Mental Health: 20% 
• Participation/Discussion Forums: 20% 
• Website Clean-up Report: 5% 
Grading Scale: 
• A 94-100 
• A- = 90-93 
• B+ = 87-89 
• B = 84-86 
• B- = 80-83 
• C+ = 77-79 
• C = 74-76 
• c- = 70-73 
• D = 64-69 
• F = 63 and below 
Revising Assignments: 
All of the major essay assignments that you complete in this course ( units 1-5) will require you to 
make two different sets of revisions. As you draft the initial rough draft of each unit essay, you will 
engage in peer reviews of each other's work and revise your essays accordingly. The second 
revision will come following the grade and feedback you receive from the instructor. After you 
receive a grade and feedback on a unit essay from the professor, you will have until the end of the 
semester to revise your unit essays one last time before re-turning in all of your unit essays as a 
final writing portfolio. If you revise your unit essays following professor feedback, you will most 
likely boost and improve your original grade on each assignment. 
A Note about Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism is the intentional or unintentional use of someone else's ideas, words, or work as your 
own. If you use or refer to ideas or work other than your own, you must acknowledge the source 
and author of those ideas/that work and document it properly using MLA format (Purdue MLA 
guide: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747 /01/). Plagiarism is an Honor Code 
violation at EIU, and offenders will be referred to the EIU Office for Student Standards. Failure to 
cite any outside sources or critics will constitute plagiarism. 
The Writing Center: 
You are always welcome to meet with me during office hours to discuss any writing issues. 
However, 1 also encourage you to use EIU's Writing Center located at 3110 Coleman Hall. This free 
service provides one-to-one conferences with writing center consultants who can help you with 
brainstorming, organizing, developing support, documenting your papers, and working with 
sentence-level concerns. The writing center is open to help any student from any major at any stage 
of his or her writing process, and its system of one-to-one conferences demonstrates value and 
respect for individual writers, all of whom can benefit from feedback about their works in progress. 
To schedule an appointment, you can drop by the center (3110 Coleman Hall) or you can call 581-
5929. 
EIU Writing Portfolio: 
If you wish to do so, you may submit any essay longer than 750 words to your Electronic Writing 
Portfolio by the end of the semester. Please see me for advice on revising your essay before 
submitting it. 
Student Academic Integrity: 
Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and conduct as defined in EIU's 
Code of Conduct (http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php). Violations will be 
reported to the Office of Student Standards. 
Disability Services: 
If you are a student with a documented disability in need of accommodations to fully participate in 
this class, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services (OSDS). All accommodations must 
be approved through OSDS. Please stop by Ninth Street Hall, Room 2006, or call 217-581-6581 
Student Success Center: 
Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are encouraged to contact the 
Student Success Center (www.eiu.edu/~success) for assistance with time management, test taking, 
note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support academic 
achievement. The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations. To make an 
appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street Hall, Room 1302. 
Tech Support: 
If you need assistance with D2L, call D2L Support toll free at 1-877-325-7778. Support is available 
24 hours a day, seven days a week E-mail and Chat options are also available on the "My Home" 
page after logging in to D2L. Other D2L resources including a D2L Orientation course for students 
are available on the same page. For technical questions regarding other software, hardware, 
network issues, EIU NetID/password, or Panthermail, please contactthe ITS Helpdeskat 217-581-
4357 during regular business hours (8 am-5 pm) or submit a help ticket 
at https://techsupport.eiu.edu/. If you have a question regarding course content, contact your 
instructor. 
